



The Anti-war Pledge  - Election 2007                                                        22/05/07

The pledge was drawn up in the context of the recognition that there was huge opposition to Ireland’s involvement in the occupation of Iraq. Over 100,000 marched against the war and over half the population feel that the use of Shannon by US troops is wrong.  Yet the election is giving no coverage to this and political leaders are increasingly distancing themselves from taking any position that would be different to that of the present government. The Irish Anti-War Movement and PANA wanted to reveal exactly where candidates stood on Shannon so that people could vote accordingly in the general election.

1. 72 candidates for this election have signed the pledge.  

We have focussed on the Dublin constituencies but also some others 

– Galway, Cork and  Kerry -  where local anti-war groups strong. The

IAWM would like to thank all those that have signed and congratulate them on their unequivocal stand on this core issue (see full list on IAWM website)

2. Fianna Fail

      Dermot Ahern responded for the Taoiseach (Dublin Central) putting    

       forward  two main arguments in his letter to us in April 2007.

The first was that the international community  was “attempting to improve the situation in Iraq” and he laid emphasis on   “ Multinational Force in Iraq authorised by UN  security  council resolution    1511 of 16 Oct 2003” (and others more   recently by resolution 1723 adopted by  Security Council on 28 Nov 2006). In relation to this we would like to make a number of points:

                * Resolution 1511 was passed  seven months after the invasion of Iraq– 

                *  the Multinational Force reference seems a strange emphasis given 

                    the reality of the occupation of Iraq . It is a  “U.S.-led coalition”  not 

                    multinational force”and the term is more accurate since nearly 92%  

                    of the troops are from the US

               *  Apart from UK , the EU dimension almost non existent – especially  

                   now  as those EU countries that were there have  withdrawn – Italy,  

                   Spain  -  Norway, Hungary, Portugal,

               *  this is  a war involving private armies and mercenaries who operate                          

                   outside international law ( there are 20,000 private military 

                   contractors and 158,902 regular troops)                  
His second justification was  that  Ireland has been making overflight and landing facilites available to the US over a period of 50 years. The fact that there is a war on does not seem to impinge on our Minster for Foreign Affairs’ consciousness.

Other FF candidates seem to want to both assert their anti-war credentials and allow Shannon to be used by US troops on their way to the occupation of Iraq. Jim OCallaghan, for example, Dub South East has said that they would not be signing but assured us that their party is anti-war “ a stance which has informed Irish neutrality since the foundation of the state”.

3. Fine Gael

Fine Gael feels little need to even justify its support for US troops through Shannon. Sean Barratt (Dun Laoghaire) sees no difficulty in extending facilities to “friendly powers”. Paschal Donohoe (Dublin Central) is against  the war but reserves the right to assess whether Shannon being used  “for relief of human suffering or the protection of human rights”. Only the Progressive Democrats are as unperturbed as Fine Gael  by the use of Shannon as a military stopover: Keith Redmond(Dublin North East) and Ben Doyle  (Dublin South Central) responded that they see  no problem with Shannon being used.

     5..    Labour Party 

            Three of  Labour’s outgoing TD’s - Joe Costello, Tommy Broughan, 

            Michael DHiggins have all signed the pledge. Yet this is not their Leaders  

            position.

      Pat Rabitte on Thursday 17th May on Today on Pat Kenny “Would not stop  

            military stop-overs at Shannon   because they were happening on the 

            basis of  UN mandate”. When questioned why Labour Youth seemed to 

            have a  different position Pat Rabitte invoked his authority as the party 

            leader and that  that this was the party position.                

             But on 20th March 2003 in the debate in Dail, the same Pat Rabitte 

             accused  the Taoiseach of “creative interpretation of UN resolutions” to 

             justify US facilites at Shannon. Now he is adopting the same stance that 

             he was so critical of then. 

             It has to be said that the Labour Manifesto is somewhat more robust in its     

             opposition to the use of  Shannon as a military stop-over and Brendan Ryan  

              (Dublin North) referred us to this when we asked  him to sign. Indeed the 

             Labour Manifesto as it appears on the party website states:

Labour believes that the international community should learn from the recent illegally declared war in Iraq. We believe that positive compliance with international law and the policy principles of positive neutrality require us to not allow our airspace or facilities to be used for such purposes as facilitating such a war, or preparing for such a conflict……… Furthermore, in government we will not allow Shannon Airport or other Irish facilities to be used for the prosecution of any war, or military preparation for such, outside of international law, international humanitarian law, or in breach of the Charter of the United Nations. 
7. Green Party  

     Trevor Sargent (Dublin North) has not signed  claiming that the GP had  “no pre-   

     conditions” in negotiations for government, including the use of Shannon.     

     Ciaran Cuffe  (Dun Laoghaire) referred us to Section 13 of the Green Party 2007  

     manifesto which commits the party  to ending the use of of Shannon Airport   

     by US forces,  but did  not sign the pledge.  However six  Green Party candidates    

     did sign:   Patricia McKenna (DC), David  Healy(DNE),   Bronwen Maher (DNC)    

     Niall O Brolchain (Gal West) David Grey (Kerry N) and John Hickey  (Kerry S)

8. Sinn Fein, Socialist Party and Independents..

All Sinn Fein  candidates have signed. All Socialist Party and People before Profit candidates have signed. Tony Gregory and Finian McGrath independent outgoing TDs have signed.

Our seeking pledges on Shannon has showed that political accountability is difficult to pin down amongst the parties in this election. The electorate is being given very mixed messages from the candidates. Some candidates feel strongly against the use of Shannon in this illegal war and have come forward to commit themselves to stopping Shannon being used in this war. Party leaders and candidates -  from those same parties of those that have signed -  have either shifted their positions or refused to be held to any commitments.  

Marnie Holborow for the IAWM Steering Committee 
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	"I give a firm commitment that if elected I will not

	
	
	
	
	participate in any government that allows Shannon 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	or other irish facilities to be used by the United States 

	
	
	
	
	to conduct war in Iraq or any other imperialist war"
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	Those who signed
	Political
	
	Other candidates who were contacted 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Affliliation
	about signing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	* indicates that they replied and gave
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	                   reasons for not signing

	Dublin Central
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Joe Costello
	Lab
	
	*Bertie Ahern
	*Paschal Donohoe
	
	
	
	

	
	Patricia McKenna
	GP
	
	Mary Fitzpatrick
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Tony Gregory
	Ind
	
	Cyprian Brady
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cieran Perry 
	Ind
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mary Lou McDonald
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin South
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Seamus Brennan
	Alan Shatter
	
	
	
	

	
	Sorcha Nic Cormaic
	SF
	
	Tom Kitt
	
	Jim O'Leary
	
	
	
	

	
	Shaun Tracy
	SF
	
	Olivia Mitchell
	Aidan Culhane
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Alex White
	Liz O'Donnell
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Eamon Ryan
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Liam O'Gogain
	
	
	
	

	Dublin South East
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dailthi Doolin
	SF
	
	Eoin Ryan
	Lucinda Creighton
	
	
	
	

	
	Rory Hearne
	PbP
	
	Chris Andrews
	Ruari Quinn
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*Jim O'Callaghan
	Daithi Doolin
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Michael McDowell
	Brendan Munnelly
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*John Gormely
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Eoin Tierney
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin South Central
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Sean Ardagh
	*Ben Doyle
	
	
	
	

	
	Joan Collins 
	Ind
	
	Michael Mulcahy
	Frank Mcnamara
	
	
	
	

	
	Aengus O'Snodaigh
	SF
	
	Catherine Byrne
	Anne Marie Martin
	
	
	
	

	
	Brid Smith
	PbP
	
	Mary Upton
	Eric Byrne
	
	
	
	

	
	Andrew McGuiness
	WP
	
	
	
	Andrew McGuiness
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Dr Roisin Healy
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Michael Redmond
	
	
	
	

	Dublin South West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sean Crowe
	SF
	
	Conor Lenihan
	Pat Rabitte
	
	
	
	

	
	Mick Murphy  
	SP
	
	Charlie O'Conor
	Sean Crowe
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Brian Hayes
	Elizabeth Davidson
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ray Kelly
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin Mid West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Joanne Spain
	SF
	
	John Curran
	Mary Harney
	
	
	
	

	
	Michael Finnegan
	WP
	
	Luke Moriaty
	Paul Gogarty
	
	
	
	

	
	Gino Kenny
	PbP
	
	Frances Fitzgerald
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Brian Lenihan
	Joan Burton
	
	
	
	

	
	Joe Higgins 
	SP
	
	Gerry Lynam
	Felix Gallagher
	
	
	
	

	
	Felix Gallagher
	SF
	
	Leo Varadkar
	Mags Murray
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Roderic O'Gorman
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dun Laoghaire
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Eoin O Broin
	SF
	
	Mary Hanafin
	Eamon Gilmore
	
	
	
	

	
	Richard Boyd Barrett
	PbP
	
	Barry Andrews
	Oisin Quinn
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*Sean barrett
	Fiona O'Malley
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*Ciaran Cuffe
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin North
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Clare Daly 
	SP
	
	Michael Kennedy
	Dr James Reilly
	
	
	
	

	
	Matt McCormack
	SF
	
	Darragh O'Brien
	*Brendan Ryan
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	John O'Leary
	Matt McCormack
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Tom Morrissey
	David O'Connor
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*Trevor Sargent
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin North East
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Larry O'Toole
	SF
	
	Michael Woods 
	Larry O'Toole
	
	
	
	

	
	Tommy Broughan
	Lab
	
	Martin Brady
	*Keith Redmond
	
	
	
	

	
	David Healy
	GP
	
	Brody Sweeney
	David Healy
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin North Central
	
	
	Sean Haughey
	Derek mcDowell
	
	
	
	

	
	Finian McGrath
	Ind
	
	Ivor Callely
	Peter Lawlor
	
	
	
	

	
	Bronwen Maher
	GP
	
	Richard Bruton
	Finian McGrath
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dublin North West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dessie Ellis
	SF
	
	Pat Carey
	
	Damien Fitspatrick
	
	
	
	

	
	Owen Martin
	WP
	
	Noel Ahern
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	John O'Neill
	Ind
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cork North Central 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mick Barry
	SP
	
	Noel O'Flynn
	Kathleen Lynch
	
	
	
	

	
	Ted Tynan
	WP
	
	Billy Kelleher
	Niall Brennan
	
	
	
	

	
	John McCarthy
	WP
	
	Bernard Allen
	Chris O'leary
	
	
	
	

	
	Jonathan O'Brien
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cork East
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sandra McLellan
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cork South Central
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Henry Cremin
	SF
	
	*Ciaran Lynch
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cork South West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cionnaith O Suilleabhan   SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Galway West
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Michael D Higgins
	Lab
	
	Eamon O'Cuiv
	Fidelma Healy Eames 
	
	
	

	
	Niall O Brolchain
	GP
	
	Frank Fahey
	Sean Kyne
	
	
	
	

	
	Catherine Connolly
	Ind
	
	Michael Crowe
	Noel Grealish
	
	
	
	

	
	Anne Marie Carroll
	SF
	
	Padraig McCormack
	Tom Welby
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Donal Lyons
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Margaret Cox
	
	
	
	

	Galway East
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Jason Devlin
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Louth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Arthur Morgan
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Peter Short
	WP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kerry North
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Martin Ferris
	SF
	
	Tom Mcellistrim
	Terry O'brien
	
	
	
	

	
	David Grey
	GP
	
	Norma Foley
	Morgan Stack
	
	
	
	

	
	Tom O'Donovan
	Ind
	
	Jimmy deenihan
	Antony Dineen
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Tom donovan
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Sam Locke
	
	
	
	

	Kerry South
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	John Hickey 
	GP
	
	John O'Donohoe
	Breeda Moynihan-
	
	
	
	

	
	Lyn Ni Bhaoighealain
	
	Tom Fleming
	           Cronin
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	SF
	
	Seamus Cosai MaGearailt
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Tom Sheahan
	Jackie Healy-Rae
	
	
	
	

	Mayo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Gerry Murray
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Waterford
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	David Cullinane
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	John Halligan
	WP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wexford
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	John Dwyer
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wicklow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	John Brady
	SF
	
	Dick Roche
	Billy Timmins
	
	
	
	

	
	Carmel McKenna
	PbP
	
	Joe Behan
	Andrew Doyle
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Pat Fitzgerald
	*Liz Macmanus
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*Deirdre de Burca
	Nicky Kelly
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	*Deirdre de Burca
	Donal O'Siochain
	
	
	
	

	Others 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SF
	Katheleen  Funchion
	
	Carlow Kilkenny
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Caoimhghin O Caolain
	
	Cavan Monoghan
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Anna Prior
	
	
	Clare
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Padraig Mc Loughlainn
	
	Donegal North west
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Pearse Doherty
	
	
	Donegal South West
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cristin McCaughley
	
	
	Kildare North
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Brian Stanley
	
	
	Lais /Offaly
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Maurice Quinlavin 
	
	
	Limerick East
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Paul Hogan
	
	
	Longford /Westmeath
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Joanne Finnegan
	
	
	Meath East
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Joe Reilly
	
	
	Meath West
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Martin Kenny
	
	
	Roscommon /South Leitrim
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sean McManus
	
	
	Sligo/North Leitrim
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Seamus  Morris
	
	
	Tipperary North
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Liam Browne
	
	
	Tipperary South
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